
St. Jude Sanctuary Remodel Committee 

Opening 
 
The St. Jude Sanctuary Remodel Committee met on Tuesday, November 1, 2022, at 6 p.m. in 
the church. The following members were present: Fr. Nick March, Michelle Tressel, Gary 
Strauss, Scott LeGrand, and Carol Cunningham. 
 
The minutes of the October 13 meeting were accepted.  
 
Placement of Presider’s Chair and Ambo 
 
The Committee spent considerable time discussing the pros and cons of exchanging the 
placement of the ambo and presider’s chair. A major advantage of placing the ambo on the left 
side of the altar is that it would make it easier for the cantor to approach the ambo for the 
responsorial psalm, and it would enhance the visual coordination between the cantor and 
accompanist. Placement on the left would provide Fr. Nick with a more centralized view of the 
congregation during the homily. Placement of the presider’s chair and deacon’s chair on the 
right aligned with the Risen Christ would provide a pleasing and balanced appearance. The 
committee moved the furniture around to have a better idea if the rearrangement could work 
and if it would look appropriate. 
 
The committee also discussed the need for and placement of handrails to be used by lectors, 
sacristans, and others when approaching the sanctuary. If the ambo is moved to the left side of 
the altar, the handrail could be placed near the ambo (parallel to the altar) so that lectors 
would approach the ambo from the left, going up the steps from the choir area. Another 
handrail may be needed on the right side of the sanctuary as well. Placement of these handrails 
remains under discussion. 
 
Tabernacle 
 
Fr. Nick cannot make an appointment with the stone masons as their work schedules do not 
permit appointments. Therefore, the committee plans to talk with parishioners who have 
woodworking skills about building a pedestal on which the tabernacle would sit. The design of 
the pedestal would need to coordinate with the current furnishings. 
 
Flooring 
 
The committee continued the discussion about flooring choices. Scott investigated concerns 
about the safety and maintenance of a wood floor. He was told that a wood floor is generally 
not slippery unless something has been spilled on it. In addition, the key to maintenance is to 
be sure any spills are cleaned up quickly.  
 



Sanctuary Remodel Committee  Page 2 

Gary brought carpet samples that the committee members viewed. Members did not think any 
of those samples seemed appropriate for the space. The difficulty is trying to coordinate a new 
carpet with the current carpet in the rest of the church. 
 
After much discussion, the committee is leaning toward hardwood rather than carpet. It is the 
feeling of the committee that hardwood would elevate the look of the sanctuary and perhaps 
fit better with future plans for improvements in the nave. 
 
Decisions 
 
The committee will pursue talking with vendors about hardwood flooring.  
The placement of the ambo and presider’s chair will be switched. 
Parishioners will be contacted about building a pedestal on which the tabernacle would sit. 
 
Action 
 
Gary will return carpet samples and learn the name of a representative for wood flooring. 
Fr. Nick will contact the Office of Worship to ask for their assistance or recommendations.  
The committee will seek professional expertise before selections are made. 
 
Closing 
 
No future meeting was set as the committee has background work to complete before another 
meeting is needed. 
 
The meeting closed with prayer at 8:05 p.m. 
 
 Carol Cunningham 
 Committee Secretary 


